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Grodan and greenhouse chain partners show Floriade visitors what sustainable greenhouse growing entails 

The story behind sustainable, fresh produce showcased at Floriade 
 
Consumer preferences and global challenges impact the way food is and will be produced in future. High 

tech horticulture offers the solutions for tomorrow. For those interested in finding out about the 

innovations behind the sustainable production of healthy, safe and tasty fresh produce, a visit to the 

Floriade in the Netherlands, will offer interesting insights. 

 

Several major challenges the world faces in the coming decades, which include an increase in population growth 

as well as resource scarcity, strongly influence the way food is and will be produced in years to come. Besides 

this, consumers are increasingly opting for high quality fresh produce which is not only healthy and safe, but 

which is also cultivated sustainably. The ‘Innovation Cluster’ in the House of Flavour at the Floriade, will tell the 

story of how the Dutch horticultural sector makes this possible.   

 

Top Sector Horticulture 

The Dutch government recently labelled its greenhouse horticultural sector as one of the Top Ten sectors of the 

Netherlands. In the coming years, the Dutch cabinet will be investing in several innovation projects to boost the 

Dutch horticultural sector. Innovation projects will  focus on the themes ‘Doing more with less’, ‘Food safety and 

certainty’, ‘Health and Well Being’ and ‘A Collaborative Value Chain’. In line with these themes, Grodan has 

teamed up with several horticultural chain partners to present the story of sustainable Dutch greenhouse 

production at the Floriade this year. All of the exhibitors - Grodan, Hellebrekers, Hoogendoorn, Elektro Limburg, 

Pentair Haffmans, TNO, Vostermans Ventilation, Water IQ and Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture - will be 

present on one stand, called the ‘Innovation Cluster ‘ situated in the House of Flavour. 

 

Innovation Cluster  

The ‘Innovation Cluster’ stand bears the theme 100% Efficiency and is split into eight parts, each part explaining 

an innovative solution contributing to sustainable growing in the greenhouse. However, the different elements are 

presented as a whole. This symbolises the power of collaboration between the greenhouse suppliers, knowledge 

institutes and growers. By working together and synchronising solutions, the extent of sustainable growing is far 

greater. Thanks to this collaboration and thanks to the dedicated care given to the greenhouse plants by the 

grower, consumers are able to eat healthy, safe and tasty vegetables which are grown in a sustainable manner.  
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Leilah Thiart, Communication Manager Grodan, explains: “The Innovation Cluster is a powerful way of telling the 

whole story behind the sustainable production of vegetables. Not many people are aware of the fact that the 

majority of tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers grown in the Netherlands are grown on substrates made from 

natural basalt and that this enables the most sustainable way of growing. It is important that we show and tell our 

visitors how sustainable high-tech horticulture really is.”  

 
 
High Tech Greenhouse 2020 project 

For professional visitors from the horticultural sector, there will be a possibility in the near future to visit a 

greenhouse innovation project in the vicinity of the Floriade. In this High Tech 2020 Greenhouse, visitors will be 

able to see how various solutions, including those presented in the ‘Innovation Cluster’, have been integrated. In 

the coming three years, these integrated solutions will be tested in order to obtain best practices for further 

innovation in the greenhouse industry. Kees Struijk, Marketing Manager Grodan, adds: “We are very happy to 

have these chain partners on board with us. Through this innovation project we are able to demonstrate how 

dynamic the horticultural sector is and how we make use of synergy to get the maximum out of greenhouse 

growing. “ 

 
 
The Floriade  

This year, the Floriade world horticultural exhibition will take place in Venlo from 5 April until 7 October. The 

Floriade has been organised in the Netherlands once every ten years since the 60’s and this will be the sixth 

edition.  During the Floriade, more than a hundred exhibitors from dozens of countries demonstrate the different 

ways in which horticulture contributes to a better world. The exhibition park comprises five unique themed worlds 

connected by wooded areas. These different worlds will enable the visitor to see, feel and experience nature and 

food in different ways.  

 

 

Caption:  Impression of the Innovation Cluster stand at the Floriade 
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Corporate information: 

Grodan supplies innovative and sustainable stone wool substrate solutions for the professional horticultural 

sector, based on Precision Growing principles. These solutions are, amongst others, applied for the cultivation 

of vegetables and flowers, such as tomatoes, cucumbers, sweet peppers, aubergines, roses and gerberas. 

High tech stone wool substrates are offered together with tailor-made advice and tools to support Precision 

Growing and thus a sustainable cultivation.  Sustainability plays a prominent role within Grodan, from 

production of Grodan substrates to end of life solutions. 

 

Grodan, founded in 1969, is active in more than sixty countries worldwide. The head office is located in 

Roermond, the Netherlands. 
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